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Pursue: When Your Assignment Matters Most — The Book of Nehemiah

Lesson 1 — What In Your Heart — Nehemiah 1-2

The heart matters

+* When the assignment God gives matters most, it begins with a burden, prayer, and a willingness
to move when God opens the door

*¢ We have to pursue our assignment from God that He placed on your heart — Neh. 1:1-4
» Nehemiah cares deeply about the condition of Gods people — Neh. 1:3-4, Rom. 9:1-3, Jer. 29:7
» His weeping was God’s preparation

¢ God focuses on your heart before He sends provision
» You don’t need provision if your heart allows you to quit

It’s Time to Pray
¢ Prayer should precede pursuit — Neh. 1:5-11
» Especially leaders —Neh. 1:5-6, 2 Chr. 7:14, Phil. 4:6
¢ How you pray also matters
» He prayed with humility, confessing sins of the people and reminding God of His promises.

God Provides for the Assignment — Nehemiah 2:1-8
*» God creates the opportunity to pursue it. Neh. 2:4-5, Pro. 21:1, Rev. 3:8
¢ When you allow God to touch your heart, He will touch others on your behalf
» God moved the heart of King Artaxerxes to grant Nehemiah permission, resources, and

protection to rebuild Jerusalem.

Now It’s on You
+* Your assignment requires action — Neh. 2:9-18
¢ You're going to need to do it with courage and leadership — Neh. 2:12-13, Jos. 1:9, Jam. 2:17
*¢ Nehemiah studied and inspected the broken walls
+* Nehemiah encourage the people to rise and build.
» The people responded because Nehemiah spoke with conviction and an assignment

Points to remember

+» God often begins an assignment with a burden on the heart

*» Prayer prepares the leader for the assignment

¢ God opens doors for the work He calls us to pursue

+* When the assighment matters most, the people must arise and build
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Lesson 2 —
Pursue the Assignment Despite Opposition — Nehemiah 3—-4

Everyone Has a Role in the Assignment — Nehemiah 3
+» God’s assighments require participation from the entire community
Neh. 3:1-5, 1 Cor. 12:12, Eph. 4:16
» Families, priests, and workers each repaired sections of the wall. The assignment progressed
because everyone participated.
» Are you doing your part?

It is Wise to Know Your Enemy

¢ Sanballat the Horonite — Sanballat was likely the governor of Samaria and the chief opponent of
Nehemiah who mocked the Jews and attempted to stop the rebuilding because a strengthened
Jerusalem threatened his political influence. Neh. 2:10, Neh. 4:1-3, Neh. 6:1-4

** Tobiah the Ammonite — Tobiah was an Ammonite official who ridiculed the rebuilding and later
attempted to undermine Nehemiah through alliances with influential people inside Jerusalem.
Neh. 4:3, Neh. 6:17-19, Neh. 13:4-7

** Geshem the Arabian — Geshem was an Arabian leader who joined Sanballat and Tobiah in
opposing Nehemiah and spreading accusations that he intended to rebel against the Persian king.
Neh. 2:19, Neh. 6:5-7

*» Shemaiah the False Prophet — Shemaiah attempted to deceive Nehemiah with a false prophecy
designed to frighten him into hiding and discredit his leadership. Neh. 6:10-13

+** Noadiah the Prophetess and Other False Prophets — Noadiah and other false prophets tried to
intimidate Nehemiah and discourage the work by creating fear among the people. Neh. 6:14

+* Nobles of Judah Allied with Tobiah —Some nobles in Judah secretly communicated with Tobiah
and reported Nehemiah'’s actions, creating internal opposition in the community. Neh. 6:17-19

Opposition Comes When the Work Matters — Neh. 4:1-6
¢ Opposition often increases when God’s work begins to advance — Neh. 4:1-3, Jn. 15:20, 1 Pet. 5:8
» Opposition exposes your advancement
» Sanballat and Tobiah mocked the rebuilding effort, hoping to discourage the people. Instead,
the people prayed and continued working.
*» Note that Sanballat’s anger wasn’t for righteousness but foolishness — Neh. 4:1
¢ You can’t allow opposition to stop you from your commitment
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Prayer Strengthens the Pursuit — Neh. 4:7-15
¢ Prayer strengthens believers when opposition intensifies Neh. 4:9, Eph. 6:10-11, Ps. 46:1
» Nehemiah prayed and organized defenses around the city. The people trusted God while
continuing the work.
¢ You’ve got to pray and persevere

Determination Finishes the Work — Neh. 4:16-23
¢ God’s work requires determination to complete the assignment Neh. 4:17-18, Gal. 6:9, Heb. 12:1
+* The builders worked with tools in one hand and weapons in the other, demonstrating their
commitment to finish the assignment.
» They trusted God fully while remaining prepared to face the resistance that comes when the

assignment matters most

Points to remember

¢ Everyone must participate in the assignment

+* Opposition confirms the importance of the work
¢+ Prayer strengthens believers in the pursuit

¢ Determination completes the assignment
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